SATYAMANGALAM,                                              499

the West to the Bast Coast doubtless made it in old times a meeting
place for Eastern and Western produce, and Alexandrian merchants not
improbably halted and chaffered here, as at Karur and other marts of
South India; Buchanan saw several Roman coins which, with others,
had ^been dug up at Polldchi, and similar finds have been made at
Karur and elsewhere. Anaimalai, a thriving place numbering 5,611
people, and lying south-west of Polldchi; Vetteikdranputhur, forrnerly
a hamlet of Anaimalai, but now distinct, and containing 2,240 houses
and 9,110 people, and malodorous in the extreme; these two latter
villages are of recent development; Kanathukadavu, 12 miles nbrth of
Polldchi, is a convenient halting-place on the way from Coimbatore, and
is a thriving village with a weekly market, two or three small shops,
and a chattram.

SATYAMANGALAM.

This taluk is the northernmost of the taluks below ghdts. It is
bounded on the north by Kollegdl, on the north-west by Sdmardj taluk
of Mysore, on the south, south-east, and south-west by the taluks of
Palladam, Erode, and Coimbatore respectively; Bhavdni is on the east
and Ghmdalpettai taluk of Mysore on the west. On the north, north-
east, north-west, and west the taluk is enclosed by mountain ranges,
the Nflgiris lying to the west, and the ghdts, which lie south of the
Mysore plateau, including the Kollegdl taluk, to the north-west and
north. Through these latter are the Talamalai, Hassanur, and Grazal-
hatti passes, well known to our troops in the wars with Mysore as the
routes through which Haidar and Tipii launched their armies into the
plains. The Bhavdni river flows through the taluk past the chief town
and thence east till it joins the Cauvery at Bhavdni. In its course it is
joined by three affluents, the Moydr which unites with it 10 miles west
of Gazalhatti, the Tattapallam and Gandipallam. This river is in its
highest flood from June to August, being fed from the Nilgiris and
Kundahs.

The climate is generally bad owing to its proximity to the hills,
which radiate heat and shut off the breezes; the large area of jungle
also causes a great deal of fever. It does not appreciably benefit by
the Pdlghat gap. Its rainfall averages 25'9Q inches upon a series of
15 years; for details, see Appendix.

The taluk area, as estimated, is nearly 1,000 square miles, and is
about 40 miles from north to south and 60 from east to west; of this
the greater part (nearly 600 square miles) is hill and forest, the remain-
ing 389 having been surveyed, mapped, and settled in 146 villages.
Besides these 146 villages which include 248,700 acres, there are 4
villages settled on the old survey areas totalling 178 acres, and 79
jtrngly and hilly villages altogether excluded from the operations of the